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Hi Everyone, 
I would like to thank all Corral 20 members who helped in any part of the ETI Convention. There were quite a 
few of us down there. Susan Kaiser, Becky Borquez, Nikki Athen, Linda Fullerton, Barbara Ryan, Linda Jones, 
Jeannette Provolt, Terry Kaiser, Randy hammock, Craig Nollner and Dani Walker, and me. I’m sure I have 
missed a few folks. Please accept  my apologies, but know this; we appreciate all who came to help!  
 
During the Convention dinner, Saturday evening, Corral 20’s own Dani Walker came home with the crown and 
title of Junior Miss. We are so proud of her! Congratulations Dani!!! WE LOVE YOU! While on Sunday the 
names were drawn for the ETI National Raffle. AGAIN C20 came home with the winnings! Becky and Nikki 
brought home a winning ticket worth $250, Royan and Mark took another $250 ticket, while our very own Terry 
Kaiser won the grand daddy prize of $10,000.  
 
The night ride lead by Nikki had great success! There were about 10-15 riders or so who enjoyed a wonderful 
ride through the dam. Fellowship and glow sticks made for a peaceful and fulfilling ride! 
 
Harvest Moon is around the corner! This is a benefit this year for Valley View Vaulters and Ahead with Horses. 
Please, we need the membership to participate in this much needed fundraiser for them! A portion of your 
ticket is tax deductable. We have a great band lined up and amazing food, not to mention the fabulous silent 
auction. Please mark your calendars and plan on attending this year! 
 
On a different note: 
 
I was approached by a member who stated that we should not put religious connotations’ in the newsletter. 
They said that a cowboy praying under a cross was unnecessary and our organization was not a religious one, 
so there should be none of that. This person also said there are many members that feel this way.  
My rebuttal is; This is a free country, we have freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of religion, in our 
schools when the pledge of allegiance is recited, it is said, “1 nation under God.” On our dollar bills it is stated, 
“in God we Trust.” It doesn’t matter who your God is, or your religious back round, we all have different beliefs, 
different views. That is ok! This is why we live in a country where we can pray/practice freely without prejudice. 
However, if having a cross and a cowboy praying offends you, please feel free to contact me and share your 
views so I can better understand you, or perhaps look up some history and see what this country is built on. 
Faith, it’s built on faith and hard work. 
 

To  all Corral 20 Members 
A meA meA meA messsssage From the Presidentsage From the Presidentsage From the Presidentsage From the President    

 
Tara W. Nollner President, Corral 20 818-352-6419 
twpumpkin@hotmail.com 
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I hope we all have faith, faith in ourselves, our religions, our family and friends, faith in our Corral. In these 
times we need to have faith, we need to come together. 
Tara 
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Corral 20 Shadow Hills Rough RidersCorral 20 Shadow Hills Rough RidersCorral 20 Shadow Hills Rough RidersCorral 20 Shadow Hills Rough Riders    

President: 
Tara W. Noliner 
818-352-6419 
twpumpkin@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President: 
Pat O’Meirs 
818-353-9259 
 
Secretary: 
Susan Kaiser 
 
Treasurer: 
Antoinette Dohmen 
 
ETI Delegate: 
Randy Hammock 
818-612-7421 
 
Membership: 
Becky Borquez 
818-352-3634 
 
Trail Cord.: 
Susan Kaiser 
 
Newsletter: 
Lynda Fenneman 
818-785-3239 
cflf@netscape.com 

Aug. 26,  Corral 20 General monthly Meeting at 7:00 pm every last Wednesday of the month. 
at Stonehurst park. Come early for snacks and socialize. (You might learn something you didn’t 
know you needed to know…about horses.) 
August 23-30  Montana De Oro Camp out. Contact Becky Borquez. 818 352-3634 
Sept. 12 – Harvest Moon. Contact Becky Borquez. 818 352-3634 (Start thinking about your 
outfit early.) 
Every Wednesday is Trail Work Day at 8 am with Debra Mader at Gabrielino Park. For more 
information, please contact 818-653-7628 

Hot August Calendar 2009 
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Mark your Calendar of 
events…on… 
August 1, Convention Drill Team at Gibson Ranch in Sunland/Shadow Hills area. Contact Katie (818) 768-5560 
Aug. 8 Corral 138 Ride Trish Demers & Wendie Hazlett trail bosses, north of Lazy T by Highland High School 
Aug. 9, Corral 22 trail ride San Dimas Jeff (661) 268-0754 www.Corral22.com 
Aug. 23-30, Corral 20 Morro Bay camp ride. Becky (818) 352-3634 
Aug. 13-17, Corral 10 Morro Bay camp ride, call Pam Mitchell (818) 899-0211 
Aug. 30-Sept. 7, Corral 22 camp trail ride Morro Bay. Sharon (661) 268-0754 www.Corral22.com 
Late August TBA Corral 138 trail ride Jean Johnson, trail boss in Lockwood Valley 
Sept. 12, Corral 37 Day of Horse in Thousand Oaks call Barbara (805) 494-8755 
Sept. 19, Corral 66 Annual charity trail ride in Barstow, contact Beth (760) 255-4767 
Sept/ 19 – Team Roping – call Dale at 818-951-4335 
Sept. 20, Corral 12 Dressage Show in Sylmar, call Dana (661) 298-1412 
Sept. 26, Corral 22 trail ride Acton Mulligan Stew, call Joe (661) 268-0754 www.Corral22.com 
Sept. 26 – Gymkhana – call Jil at 818-518-5133 
Sept. 27, Corral 9 trail trials. Littlerock Totem Pole Call Val (661)264-4163 or vbanks@gamusa.com 
Oct. 11 Driving Playday in Sylmar aat Stetson Ranch. Call Katie (818) 768-5560 
Oct. 17 Corral 138 Halloween Hoot fun day contact Sharon (661) 816-8886 or trailhorses4me@gmail.com 
Oct. 17 Local Ride & Potluck Contact: Terry Kaiser 818-262-0315 
Oct. 18, Corral 54 Chatsworth Contact Lynn (818) 709-7433 or lleonard@socal.rr.com 
Oct. 24, C22 trail ride Little Tujunga Cyn, Contact Tiffanie (661) 268-0754 
Oct. 25-25 Lifesavers Equine Health and Safety Day at Vincent Arena in Acton info@wildhorserescue.org 
Oct. 25  REC ride in Calabasas Contact Ruth (818) 991-1236 ruthgerson@aol.com 
Oct. 25 Antonovich Trail Duster Ride in Marshall Canyon 
Sept. 27 – Poker Ride. In Hansen Dam. Call ebeth at 818-468-3740 
Nov 13-15  C20 Caspers Camping Contact: Susan Kaiser 818-729-4508 
Dec. 5  Ho Ho Ho Ride contact: Linda Fullerton 
Dec. 31  Holiday Party Details TBD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My personal favorite Morro Bay pictures. 
The vast expanse of beach and waves and smell of the air, 
the drift wood constructions, sea weeds and sand dunes 
and panoramic vistas from trails in the hills…just makes 
you want to start packing up and get ready for the 
August, Corral 20 campout. 
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The National Bird-Feeding Society is currently assisting in a scientific study of bird seed preferences. 
Participants will receive free bird feeders, bird seed, poles, and squirrel baffles. In return, participants will be 
responsible for recording the number of birds visiting each feeder for approximately six weeks. During the six 
weeks, you will complete twenty-four surveys with each survey taking approximately one hour to complete. 
You will also be responsible for filling and rotating feeders based on a pre-assigned schedule. Participants must 
be able to identify all species of birds visiting their feeders, and data collection must be completed by October 
31.  
 
Interested in participating? Limited slots are available. Visit the National Bird-Feeding Society's website at 
www.nbfs.org or call us at 1-866-945-3247 before August 12. Thank you!  
 
Sincerely, 
Stacey Shonkwiler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corral 20 Website is looking great! 
Randy Hammock has been working very hard on it…and it’s AWESOME!!! 

Check it out at: 
www.eticorral20.com. 

Please send pictures, stories, or ideas you would like to put on the website to Randy at 
rhammock@ca.rr.com 

Or Tara 
twpumpkin@hotmail.com 

or Lynda 
cflf@netscape.com 

Join the Corral 20 Email list 
 – Randy Hammock 

 
     Why should I join the ETI Corral 20 Yahoo! Group Mailing List? This is the fastest way 
for Corral members to receive up-to-the-minute information about events and other things 
that are important to us equestrians. You will also receive the occasional joke, lost animal 
notices, requests for animal adoptions and more. This mailing list also provides a great 
forum to ask questions related to horses or just about anything else. 
 
     You must first have a Yahoo! ID. You can sign up to join the ETI_C20 Yahoo! Group. 
Joining the Group is easy. Again, using your browser, go to the following URL: 
http:sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/ETI_C20/ 
There is a button on the pages labeled “Join This Group” You will be asked to sign in using 
your Yahoo! ID (if not already signed in with Yahoo!) then follow the instructions. Once you 
finish with the process, I will receive a message asking to authorize your membership. I 
will authorize your membership and you will start getting email from other members. 

Dam ATV’S… Park Rangers Patroling Hansen Dam on ATVs 

Thanks to an innovative partnership between the Department of Recreation and Parks and the Foothill 
Trails District Neighborhood Council, Park Rangers will now be patrolling Hansen Dam on special modified 
ATVs. Hansen Dam has major problems with illegal off road vehicles.  Other common problems include illegal 
barbecues and bonfires down by the water's edge. The biggest difficulty for agencies in successfully 
handling these activities is being able to navigate the terrain. The new Ranger ATVs, purchased by the 
FTDNC for this specific purpose, are outfitted with safety, medical, and search and rescue equipment. They 
traverse almost any section of the basin without difficulty. Call 311 and ask for HD ATV Park Rangers if you 
want to report on some questionable activity in the dam. 
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Dam Full-Moon and  
Grand Sunset Ride 

HI! Corral 20 Members! Welcome new members Mike and Kathy Carpenter! 
We look forward to seeing you out on trail rides and at other events soon! 

 
Past Due: (July 2009 and prior) 

Carol Roper, Cassie Fitzgerald, Taylor Sauer, Linda Deckard, Jerry Addison, Bobbie Logan-Sale, Vickie 
Sampson, Christy Kail, Chris Wright, Julie Tarnawski, Renee Williams, Tony Cruz and Debra McConville. 

 
Due Now: (August) 

Terry Kaiser, Mark Lora, Susan Holland and Donna Lauber. 
 

Coming Due: (Sept.) 
Deb Mader and Jill Richardson 

**Insurance surcharge: There is an additional $5.00 Per adult insurance surcharge required on Family and Senior memberships (eg. A family 
with two adults would be $50 plus $10 insurance surcharge for a total of $60) 

Send to:  
Becky Borquez (address on back page of newsletter) 

 

 
The full moon riders were treated to a fabulous dam sunset; but the moon was slow in rising. 

It was suggested that a new name be given for this ride…the ”glow stick” ride. The moon 
finally made a dramatic appearance around 10 o’clock. Randy also suggested that…in the future…we should ride 

two nights before the full moon, when it comes up earlier…becoming,  ”the eve of 
the eve of the full moon ride” 
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Good news for chickens? The Egg Bill is on 
hold… 
Until the animal welfare advocates and egg farmers can agree on 
caging systems. The law, set to take effect in 2013, says cages for 
egg-laying hens must allow them to stand up, lie down and extend 
their wings. 
 

Proof positive Posture counts on a horse. 
The biggest improvement in race track times, came around the turn 
of the 20th century, when jockeys changed their position. They 
found that the crouch (2 point) lets the rider isolate their bodies 
from the horse’s movement…the horse is moving up and down a lot 
more than its rider---this saves the horse some energy…and allows 
it to move freely, run faster and win lots of money. 
 

House passes………. horse rescue 
Galloping to the aid of the nation’s wild horses and burros, 
the House has voted to rescue them from the possibility of 
a govt-sponsored slaughter and give them millions more 
acres to roam. 
GOP opponents said that …”the bill 
underscored………………..wrong-headed Democratic priorities.” 
 

RAW honey from Bills Bees…feasting on wildflowers 
where NO pesticides and NO fertilizers are applied in the bees' 
gathering area. The bees are “hived” in the Angeles National 
Forest, above Middle Ranch. Black Button Sage and Buckwheat are 
the two primary wildflower honeys produced by Bill's Bees. They 
also take the bees to almond orchards during the bloom in 
February to help with pollination. They also take bees to orange 
tree orchards, during the bloom in April and produce cut comb 
honey during the sage bloom. These honeys are all unique and 
difficult to find in your typical grocery store. They also make 
handmade beeswax soaps, lip balm, lotion bars, and candles. 

Over half Bill’s bees died in the Marec fire last year…Bill's Bees 
was featured in "Los Angeles Magazine", "Best of LA" issue for 
"Best Local Honey". This summer Bill’s feeding the bees extra, 
because of the lack of wild forage.  

Salvia leucophylla, commonly known as 

purple sage because of its purple flowers, is a highly 
drought tolerant shrub with silvery white foliage and a 
mature height of 8 ft. 
The best way to determine whether or not a plant needs 
water is to check the soil. As long as the soil is moist at a 
two-inch depth, you do not need to water, even if the soil 
on the surface is bone dry. 
With drought tolerant plants, especially when well-mulched, 
summer watering may not be needed at all. Don’t over-water 
drought tolerant plants…defeats the purpose. 
 

Theodore Payne Foundation 
has classes and summer nursery hours: 
Aug 15 The “Horticulture of Calif. Native Plants,” will be led 
by Lili Singer. Call 818-768-1802 or visit 
www.theodorepayne.org 
 

Rare Fruit……meeting. 
Edgar Valdivia will discuss growing semi-tropical plants at 
Sepulveda Garden Center. Call 818-363-5247 
 

I recommend reading, “The Contract 
Surgeon,” by Dan O’Brian…highly. 
It is the intimate account of a doctors relationship with his 
patient, who happened to be the great Indian chief Crazy 
Horse. It is an account of life on the prairies, with Indians 
and immigrants and the US Army and the concept of 
Imminent Domain. It is a tender love story. 
 
Another “must read”… 
 
“Angelea’s Ashes,” by Frank McCourt…highly…to anyone of 
Irish descent or not. It is a story of how life can go wrong, 
and governments don’t always do the right thing and 
poverty does terrible things to people…and can sometimes 
prosper anyway. It is about alcohol abuse and a family just 
trying to survive. It taught me something I didn’t know 
about humanity before. 
The author just died and there are no more books on the 
shelves…at the moment. Just ask for “Angeleas Ashes.” 
 
 
 

Did you hear 
the latest, most 
interesting 
news? 
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El Nino prediction..? July 15, scientists announced the arrival of El Nino in 
the tropical Pacific Ocean, but a complete transition has not occurred off Calif. Water 
temperatures have increased since the end of May, an change that coincided with an 
increase in sea lion deaths. The giant squid are out of their normal areas and scaring the 
surfers. 
We’re due for a strong on. It looks like an el Nino is brewing and the effects will depend 
on how much it spreads. The last severe El Nino was in 1998. 

News,  
Weather 
 and gossip 
in the hills… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of you may remember Jaimie who 
lived on Sheldon and rescued horses. 
She moved to TX and bought a 25 acre 
ranch and is still rescuing horses. 
 
She asked me to  "please forward my 
info to the people connected with this 
email as we currently have a long list 
of horses that need to be saved -just 
got one more request this morning for 
an injured horse that they are 
threatening to shoot but we need 
sponsorship" 
 
She is setting up a website, 
www.gaittoheaven.org for rescues.  
 

Marijuana tax? Three members of the 

LA City Council want to tax medical marijuana to help close the city’s budget gap. Janice 
Hahn, Dennis Zine and bill Rosendahl backed a motion proposing that the city explore the 
possibility of taxing medical marijuana sold in the city…Hahn said that with the more than 
400 dispensaries operating in the city, the tax could generate significant revenue. 

 

Sara Palin is scheduled to attend the Simi Valley  

Republican Women Federation of Semi Valley Groups 
 50th anniversary gala 
 at the Ronald Reagan Presidential library on August 8.  

Maybe she will show…maybe not. 

Art Opening 
at 

Barnsdall 
Park 

4800 Hollywood Blvd. 
323-644-6269 

“OPEN CALL 
2009” 

One piece per artist 
up to 1,000 artists 

 
August 13- September 

27 
 

O i ti

George Carlin’s “Last Words”, a book he had been working on for 

the last 10 years, is due to be out in November. 

Pesky burros to be removed from Army base. BLM say up to 
100 burros will be rounded up in Mojave Desert next month. The donkeys 
are attracted by natural springs and training is halted each time the 
burros roam through live-fire areas. They also impact the habitat of the 
threatened desert tortoise (more than the live-fire?) the BLM says 
burros are popular, so finding homes for them isn’t a problem. 
 

Limit Snowmobiles? The number of snowmobiles in 
Yellowstone would be cut by more than half under a proposal that would 
allow 318 snowmobiles and 78 multi-passenger snow-coaches daily for the 
next two winters. That’s down from 720 a day last winter. 
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news AND gossip 
 
Sad news to report - Lilly, the horse who went 
missing in the Arroyo on May 24th has been found 
today, July 7th, deceased. She was found by Rose 
Bowl Rider member Suzanne Douglas on her walk from 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory to Rose Bowl Riders. 
Suzanne and the Pasadena Humane Society seem to 
think that she fell over the side of the trail into 
thick brush and got the rope/reins caught around her 
neck very tightly and perhaps broke her neck or was 
strangled. 
Thank you to everyone who searched, posted flyers, 
sent emails, posted Lilly on their sites and wrote 
articles for local papers 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to her owner Leslie. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

July 5, a fire started………. up little T… 
on the hill just north of Middle Ranch. It apparently 
started at the very base of the mtn, back in a little 
cyn where some building activity was apparently going 
on…and went right straight up the mountain toward 
Riverwood…but was apparently stopped up on top 
where there are fire roads for those big, super duper 
fire trucks. 
 A huge mushroom cloud could be seen from Studio 
City, but it was mostly white smoke, being blown 
north and not south. It didn’t reach the Big T side of 
the mountain visible from the road the next day. I 
heard various conflicting initial reports that it was 
over by Kagel, on the west side of little T road. That 
it started where the Marec fire started. Or it was 
east of little t. And rembering the past, people 
rushed home to get their cats and hitch up their 
trailers. Several choppers went back and forth to 
Hansen Dam picking up water with their long snouts, 
‘til late in the evening…but it was pretty much under 

control by then. The news reported practically 
nothing. 
 
July 6, about 20 firemen were still way up at the top 
of the blackened ashy steep slope up to the Yerba 
Buena Road to Oak Springs… two tiny ant-like strings 
of yellow-slickered firemen were hiking across the 
steep black terrain…putting out puffs of smoke, still 
rising, spiraling up like little wispy tornados. It was 
hot, but not windy today. I wonder when the turkey 
vultures will show up? As of july 16, the neighbors 
still don’t officially know how it started. The 
officials are mum.  

Please take a look at the East Valley 
Animal Shelter – many, many dogs, big and 
little, are desperately needing loving homes.  Many 
are put to sleep.....they just have too many to handle.   
Check it out!  The new facility is located at 14409 
Vanowen St., just off of Van Nuys Blvd near Sherman 
Way.  You can also look at www.petharbor.com and 
click on the shelter in East Valley. 
 

Animal control dept. commissioner 
quits! Archie Quincy, long time LA County 
Animal Control Dept, resigned to the mayor, saying, “I 
don’t need this job,. They don’t know what they’re 
doing over there and I’m afraid some of what they 
are doing is criminal. I just don’t want to be involved 
with it.”  Animal Services officials said they were 
unaware of Quincy’s resignation and could not 
comment.

Please, come help us…Water the Trees at Stetson Ranch… 
Foothill and Glenoaks, Sylmar. August 29th, Sat at 8:45 am (done by noon.) 

http://www.laparks.org/dos/parks/facility/stetsonRanchPk.htm 
Please email JPRenze@verizon.net, if you can help. 

.  
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More Texas Horses? 
 
From: http://www.thehorse.com/ViewArticle.aspx?ID=14473&source=rss 
 
We are always talking about the importance of the horse industry. In  
Texas, they get it. Now if we could get CA / L.A. to do something to keep  
horse keeping going instead of trying to push us out. 
 
by: Edited Press Release 
July 02 2009, Article # 14473 
All American Quarter Horses, American Paint Horses, and Appaloosas conceived by 

mares and stallions living in Texas during 2009 are eligible to be nominated to the new Texas Equine Incentive Fund. 
House Bill 1881, which was signed by Gov. Rick Perry on June 19. It becomes law Sept. 1. 
 
The bill creates a voluntary monetary incentive program to keep Quarter, Paint, and Appaloosa horses breeding, showing, 
or racing in Texas. 
 
The bill was introduced into the Texas House by Rep. Sid Miller (R) of Erath in February and garnered broad support as a 
nonpartisan bill that did not assess taxes on Texas residents. 
 
Miller was the 2006 and 2007 amateur tie-down roping world champion and the 2007 reserve world champion in amateur 
breakaway roping at the AQHA World Championship Show, and the reserve world champion in breakaway roping at 
AQHA's 2008 Bayer Select World Championship Show. 
 
The Texas Equine Incentive Fund will provide rural jobs in the state of Texas by providing incentives to raise and show 
horses in Texas, rather than other states. The funds for the program are raised within the horse industry and will be 
administered by the Texas Department of Agriculture. The rules and guidelines for the program will bdetermined by a 
panel representing each of the stock-horse breeds. 
 
The equine industry was worth more than $11 billion in 1998, according to studies at Texas A&M University. 
 

 
 

One Rooster per property?The Los Angeles city Council’s Public Safety Committee on 
Monday, July 20, approved a draft ordinance to allow only one rooster per property citywide. The proposed law contains a 
rooster phase-out provision: residents who own more than one rooster would have to get a permit, have the animals 
micro-chipped or fitted with a city-approved leg band, and probably would have to pay a one-time permit fee. These 
licensed roosters would be allowed to live out their natural lives in the city, but no “replacement roosters” would be 
allowed. Violators would be slapped with a $50 fine for the first offense, $100 for the second and $250 for the third. 
Voters in Riverside decided last year to restrict roosters to seven birds per property, down from 50, and require them to be 
kept in sound-muffling structures from sunset to sunrise. 
 

 
 

No Sanctuary for seals? A Superior court judge on Monday ordered the city of San Diego to shoo the 
harbor seals off the beach at the Children’s Pool in La Jolla, by Thursday. But within hours, The governor signed a bill that 
will permit the city to allow the pinnipeds to remain by declaring the beach a marine sanctuary. The mayor said the city is 
prepared to abide by the judge’s ruling. But, at the eleventh hour, Superior Court Judge Yuri Hofmann decided to 
postpone the seals’ fate. One supporter said, “I look at it from the seals’ pov, it’s a cove to them, they raise their pups here 
and they should be able to do that…Humans take up 90 per-cent of the other beaches and this is one little section of it.” 
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Lilly was found dead on 7/7/09 near where she was lost originally. She had 
fallen into a raven of boulders and heavy brush, near JPL in the Hahamogna 
water shed /Oak grove park area.  
 
Leslie wants to extend her deep gratitude for the calls, emails, and all the 
efforts that the community has extended to her in her search for Lilly over 
the past 6 weeks. Everyone’s support has helped Leslie through this 
devastating event she has experienced. 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

“I Remember” 
 

The brittle cold morning air, 
your breath making clouds 
that filled the glistening air 
as you ran to greet me. 
Warm gentle breezes 
whipping through your mane  
as you carried us 
across the meadow green. 
I can see you still  
standing so proud  
against the evening sky. 
Now my proud clear friend 
Your gait will pass this way no 
more. 
But you will not be forgotten 
Because each time 
I feel the sun on my face 
and the wind in my hair 
you will always, always  
be there. 
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Dam Hawks Dam Hawks Dam Hawks Dam Hawks     
 

Several different kinds of hawks 
make their home in the Hansen Dam area, with 
its varied habitats (riparian, desert, woodlands, 
grassy fields) with fish in the lake and the 
surrounding mountains to soar along the ridges thermals and hunt the steep, grassy, chaparral sides. All these hawks can be 
seen in the immediate Hansen Dam area 
: 

Red-tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Coopers Hawk, 
American Kestral, Merlin, Swainson’s Hawk, Northern Harrier, 

White-tailed Kite, Osprey 
 
That is a lot of different kinds of large birds to exist in an area…and they all have their own territories and nitches and 
specialties and homes to defend and children to raise and teach how to fly and to hunt. Hawks aren’t precocial and don’t hop out 
of the nest learning everything they need to know…like a chicken…pops out of the shell and goes running after its mother. A 
hawk has to stay in the nest a long time…and learn a lot of stuff before it even gets out of the nest…like how to not fall out of 
the tree, to stay in the nest his parents so diligently built and defended…until he can learn the rudiments of flying…standing up 
high in the tree, raising his wings to the wind, stretching his arms and keeping his balance. Taking small hops up and down, 
testing his limits as a ball of white fluffyness with a big ugly beak…tiny naked wings that learn how to fly or they die. 
Hawks are raptors, hunt prey and kill to eat meat. 
 
And, they have to learn how to hunt and practice the skills taught by the parents in order to survive. The better they become at 
their skills, the greater their chance of survival…and their survival is threatened in many ways every day. The crows, ravens, 
mocking birds, Scrub Jays all make great sport of harassing the Red-tailed Hawks in particular. I think it is because the rt 
hawks eat the crows babies and the cs don’t take kindly to that and punish the rts as often as they can, wearing them down, 
weeding out the weak. 
 
A rt male I watched, lost major wing feathers in each wing, in aerial fights with ravens, while he still had a baby in the nest to 
feed and defend. The hawk needs to fly to hunt for his family, and now he is seriously “compromised” by in-sufficient wings…and 
constantly pestered  by all the other birds…how is he going to survive? Only if he can overcome all the obstacles…fend off all 
the enemies…and get food on the table for his family…will his wife and children survive. They all depend on him. Only the strong 
survive. The weak are weeded out 
Red-tailed Hawks live in the area year round and have a wing span of 49”. They are bulky and broad winged.  A fan-shaped 
reddish-brown tail is their most distinctive adult characteristic. 
 
They wear many costumes from nest to adulthood, male to female. I have concluded that 99% of all large birds turn out to be 
Red-tailed Hawks, no matter what you think they are…One has to look closely to distinguish the dark shoulder bars, belly band 
and dark tips the wings. The juveniles are lighter and the red tail doesn’t show for a while. The females can look different and 
can be confused other female hawks..They hunt ground squirrels, gophers and other rodents…snakes and smaller birds…in order 
to maintain their place on the food chain. They work hard every day just to survive  
 
 
 
 

Sketch my lynda 
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Our Month of Activities This Past July – Randy Hammock 
Our Moonlight Ride, on July 8th, saw a total of 12 riders and 13 horses. We left the Kaiser’s and rode up the 
River Trail to The Ponds, across the wash to the haul road and down to Gabrioleno Park. It started getting dark 
as we passed the Hansen Dam Equestrian Center. Darkness was upon us as we rounded the large lake below the 
swimming area. But where was the Moon? I predicted it would show at 9:15. We crossed the dam and headed 
back towards Gabrioleno Park. Just as we hit the haul road on our way home, the Moon made its appearance at 
about 9:30. Better late than never. It was a fun ride, about 9.5 miles long and good time was 
had by all who attended. 
 
On the 18th, the Corral supported the Valley View Vaulters with their “Walk In Our Boots” 
playday. Nikki Ahten with her three girls were there tending the ETI Corral 20 tables while 
Sheila Mears was helping with the VVV registration table. Becky Borquez came to relieve 
Nikki around 12:30. 
 

The VVV students put on a small demonstration, and 
then the games began. One of the first games played 
was Horse Soccer. They brought out this huge ball and 
setup up two teams, men vs. women, with 5 players on 
each side. I was great fun watching the horse’s 
reactions to the ball. Some of the horses really got into 
it.  

 
Later they had a Champagne Race, Musical Rings and several other games that did not require being mounted. 
 

Once the games were done, the VVV students put on 
more demonstrations, both on horseback and on the 
barrel. We all know how horses seem to bring out the 
best in people and it was amazing watching these kids 
perform, knowing of their various handicaps. I just wish 
that more people could have been there to witness this 
special event. 

  
Then came the Grand Finale of the month. July23-26 was ETI Convention 2009. As usual, Corral 20 was well 
represented in many areas. Our own Dani Walker won Jr. Ambassador Program  Jr. Miss. Terry Kaiser took 

first place in the Volunteer, Walk and Trot class on a 
borrowed horse. And Corral 20 members took 3 of the 
5 prizes in the raffle, Mark and Royan Herman, Nikki 
and Becky won the 2 $250 drawings, with Terry Kaiser 
winning the $10,000 drawing. Congratulations to ALL 
the winners!!! 
 
Don’t forget our next two big up coming events. Our 
annual Montana de Oro camping trip and the following 
month it is Harvest Moon. We can always use a few 
extra hands when setting up and tearing down. This 
thing doesn’t just happen by magic. 


